
NOTIFICATION OF PRELIMINARY MEETING AND OPEN FLOOR HEARING 

OUTER DOWSING OFFSHORE WIND DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER (APPLICATION 

REFERENCE EN010130) 

SECTIONS 93 AND 94 PLANNING ACT 2008 

RULE 13(6) INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (EXAMINATION PROCEDURE) RULES 2010 

Notice is hereby given that, at the dates, times and locations set out below, the Preliminary Meeting 

and the following Hearing will be held by the Planning Inspectorate (on behalf of the Secretary of 

State for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy) for the examination of the application made by GT 

R4 Limited (trading as Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind) c/o Johnston Carmichael Llp Birchin Court, 20 

Birchin Lane, London, England, EC3V 9DU (“the Applicant”) for a Development Consent Order 

under section 37 of the Planning Act 2008 (“the Application”). The Application was submitted to the 

Secretary of State c/o the Planning Inspectorate on 19 March 2024 and accepted for examination on 

16 April 2024. 

Hearing Date Start Time Venue and Joining  
details 

Preliminary 
Meeting 

Thursday 10 
October 2024 

Registration and  
seating available at  
venue from: 
 
9.30am 
 
Virtual Registration  
Process from: 
 
9.30am 
 
Preliminary Meeting 
starts: 
 
10am 

The Nineteen33  
Suite, Boston United  
Football Club, The  
Jakemans Community  
Stadium, Pilgrim Way,  
Boston PE21 7NE 
 
And 
 
By virtual means using  
Microsoft Teams* 
 
You must register by 23:59 on 
Thursday 19 September 2024 if you 
intend to participate in the Preliminary 
Meeting 
 

Open Floor 
Hearing 
(OFH1) 

Thursday 10 
October 2024 

Registration and  
seating available at  
venue from: 
 
2.00pm 
 
Virtual Registration  
Process from: 
 
2.00pm 
 
Hearing starts: 
 
2.30pm 

The Nineteen33  
Suite, Boston United  
Football Club, The  
Jakemans Community  
Stadium, Pilgrim Way,  
Boston PE21 7NE 
 
And 
 
By virtual means using  
Microsoft Teams* 
 
You must register by 23:59 on 
Thursday 19 September 2024 if you 
intend to participate in the hearing 
 

*The Planning Inspectorate will provide joining details in due course to those who have pre-registered.  

 

 



To find out how to register to participate in the Preliminary Meeting and/or the Open Floor Hearing and 

for further details please see the Planning Inspectorate’s Rule 6 Letter: 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-

content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010130/EN010130-000862-

Outer%20Dowsing%20Rule%206%20Letter.pdf or check the Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind Farm 

project page of the Planning Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure Planning website: https://national-

infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010130  

Notice of any further hearings will be publicised as appropriate following confirmation of the 

Examination timetable. 

Summary of the Project 

The Application is for development consent for the construction, operation, maintenance, and 

decommissioning of the Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind, Farm, an offshore wind generating station 

located approximately 54 km east of the Lincolnshire coastline in the southern North Sea, together 

with associated development to connect the generating station to the national grid (the “Project”).  

The onshore cable corridor is approximately 70km long from the landfall at Wolla Bank, south of 

Anderby Creek to a new substation at Surfleet Marsh and then to a new National Grid substation at 

Weston Marsh that will be consented built, owned, and operated by National Grid Electricity 

Transmission. 

Development consent is required to the extent that the development is or forms part of a Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) pursuant to section 14(1)(a) and 15(3) of the Planning Act 

2008. As the proposed offshore generating station is expected to have a capacity of over 100 MW, it is 

an NSIP for the purposes of section 14(1)(a) and 15(3) of the Planning Act 2008. It is for this reason 

that the Project falls within the remit of the Secretary of State. 

The proposed DCO would, among other things, license and authorise: 

• Up to 100 offshore wind turbines and their foundations with a maximum tip height of 403m 

above lowest astronomical tide and a maximum rotor diameter of 340m; 

• Up to two large or up to four small offshore transformer substations and their foundations 

within the array area; 

• Up to one offshore accommodation platform and its foundations; 

• Up to two offshore HVAC reactive compensation platforms and their foundations within the 

offshore cable route; 

• A network of subsea cables connecting the wind turbines, offshore transformer substations 

and offshore accommodation platform;   

• Up to four offshore subsea export cable circuits to bring electricity from the offshore 

transformer substations to landfall, located at Wolla Bank, south of Anderby Creek;  

• Works at landfall to connect the offshore export cable circuits to the onshore cable circuits, 

crossing underneath the beach and including transition joint bays;  

• Up to four underground cable circuits approximately 70 km in length, with joint bays, link 

boxes and/or earth pits, commencing at the landfall and running in a south westerly direction 

to an onshore substation at Surfleet Marsh; 

• A new onshore substation at Surfleet Marsh; 

• A connection into National Grid infrastructure at Weston Marsh including underground cable 

circuits with joint bays, link boxes and/or earth pits; 

• Associated or ancillary works including archaeological and ground investigations, construction 

compounds, improvements and alterations to highways, verges and private access roads, 

construction of a temporary haul road, landscaping and drainage works; 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010130/EN010130-000862-Outer%20Dowsing%20Rule%206%20Letter.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010130/EN010130-000862-Outer%20Dowsing%20Rule%206%20Letter.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010130/EN010130-000862-Outer%20Dowsing%20Rule%206%20Letter.pdf
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010130
https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010130


• If required, compensatory measures in respect of the Inner Dowsing, Race Bank, and North 

Ridge Special Area of Conservation; 

• If required, provision of offshore artificial nesting structure(s) as a compensatory measure for 

potential impacts in respect of special protection area(s); 

• If required, the compulsory acquisition of land and/or the compulsory acquisition of permanent 

and/or temporary rights;  

• If required, the temporary stopping up, alteration or diversion of streets; 

• The application and/or disapplication of legislation including, among other things, legislation 

relating to compulsory purchase; and 

• Such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, permits or consents as are necessary 

and/or convenient.   

 

Copies of the Application 

Copies of the Application form and accompanying plans, maps and other application documents may 

be inspected free of charge on the Outer Dowsing Offshore Wind Farm project page of the Planning 

Inspectorate’s National Infrastructure Planning website under the documents tab: 

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010130/documents 

The documents may be inspected, via the Planning Inspectorate website. Computers accessible to the 

public are viewable at the following venues. 

Venue Opening hours (may be subject to change) 

Mablethorpe Library and Customer 

Service Centre 

Stanley Avenue, Mablethorpe, 

Lincolnshire, LN12 1DP 

Monday - Wednesday  

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday  

09:00-17:00 

09:00-18:00 

09:00-17:00 

09:00-13:00 

Skegness Library 

23 Roman Bank, Skegness, Lincolnshire, 

PE25 2SA 

Monday - Wednesday 

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday  

09:00-17:00 

09:00-18:00 

09:00-17:00 

09:00-13:00 

Boston Library 

County Hall, Boston, Lincolnshire, PE21 

6DY 

Monday - Wednesday 

Thursday  

Friday  

Saturday  

09:00-17:00 

09:00-18:00 

09:00-17:00 

09:00-16:00 

Pinchbeck Community Hub and 

Library 

48 Knight Street, Pinchbeck, 

Lincolnshire, PE11 3RU 

Tuesday & Thursday 

Wednesday  

Saturday  

10:00-13:00 

10:00-13:00 and 14:00-16:00 

10:00 – 12:00 (first Saturday 

of the month only) 

 

USBs containing copies of the application documents can be provided free of charge on request. 

Please email contact@outerdowsing,com or write to FREEPOST ODOW (no stamp or further address 

details needed on the envelope) or telephone 0808 175 2970. 

For enquiries in relation to the application and its accompanying documents, plans and maps, the 

Applicant can be contacted using the contact details outlined above. 

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010130/documents

